Diseases specialists may find Chapter 6, "Vaccination in Special Circumstances," particularly helpful. This chapter gives both general and specific recommendations for vaccination of unique populations, such as immunocompromised individuals, which are often the focus of "curbside" ID consults and "quick questions." For anyone who routinely administers vaccines, Chapter 7 may be the most critical of the whole book: "Addressing Concerns About Vaccines." Dr Marshall does an excellent job describing the most commonly asked questions from vaccine-hesitant parents and offers scientific and rational responses for each. His clear and fact-based explanations can assist any practitioner who faces challenges from skeptical parents, such as "Does MMR cause Autism?" or "Can Multiple Vaccines Overload the Immune System?"
The second section of the book comprises 21 chapters dedicated to vaccine-preventable illnesses and available vaccines. Concise summaries of the pertinent features of individual vaccines are presented. Each chapter also describes the pathogen, the clinical disease, and its epidemiology. Tables provide manufacturing information, contents of the vaccine, doses, costs, and recommended schedules. Safety and efficacy information are described further in the text sections. Chapters are also included about adult (eg, zoster) and less frequently administered vaccines (eg, Japanese encephalitis, anthrax).
The fourth edition of Dr Marshall's book maintains many of the salient features published in past editions combined with the most recent recommendations and schedules, as of February 2012. Information in previous editions has been consolidated into tables and figures and the structure of the book has been refined to allow easier reference. The first section could be read as a textbook, and the individual vaccine chapters serve as a desktop reference. This book is a nice addition to any primary care office or infectious disease division library.
The Vaccine Handbook is not yet available for any electronic media platform (eg, iPad, Kindle). For physicians using tablets and laptops in the office, it is a detriment for a quick reference to be inaccessible online. However, the print version is readily available through the publisher ( pcibooks.com) as well as through other online sources.
Dr Marshall's book, The Vaccine Handbook, is a useful addition to any office that administers vaccines. It is an excellent collection of expert advice and provides easily accessible facts regarding immunizations. Written primarily for primary care clinicians, the book offers a wealth of information and could be used at any level of training from student through established infectious diseases consultant. It is a particularly important aid for those in need of guidance in answering questions from parents about vaccines.
